
How artificial intelligence could push us closer to nuclear war

As AI slowly erodes the foundations that made the Cold War possible, we may find ourselves hurtling
towards all-out nuclear war. There’s a “significant potential” for artificial intelligence to undermine the
foundations of nuclear security, according to a new report published [April 24] by the RAND Corporation, a
nonprofit, nonpartisan research organization.

…

At the very core of this discussion is the concept of nuclear deterrence, in which the guarantee of
“mutually assured destruction” (MAD), or “assured retaliation,” prevents one side from launching its
nuclear weapons at an equally armed adversary. It’s a cold, calculating logic that has—at least to this
stage in our history—prevented an all-out nuclear war.

…

But this arrangement could weaken and become destabilized in the event that one side loses its ability to
strike back, or even if it starts to believe that it runs of the risk of losing that capability.

…

[A]dvanced artificial intelligence, in conjunction with surveillance technologies such as drones, satellites,
and other powerful sensors, could erode the technological equilibrium that maintains the delicate Cold
War balance. AI will achieve this through the mass surveillance of an adversary’s security infrastructure. 
…

[T]he RAND authors propose international discussions, new global institutions and agreements,
acknowledgement by rival states of the problem, and the development of innovative technological,
diplomatic, and military safeguards. 
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