Ethiopia approves first GMO crop: insect-resistant Bt cotton

The Government of Ethiopia is the latest African country to authorize cultivation of biotech crops by
granting two landmark approvals for environmental release of Bt cotton and research trials on biotech
maize. In a letter signed by the Minister for Environment, Forest and Climate Change H.E. Gamado Dale
to the Ethiopian Institute of Agricultural Research (Applicant), the country will start with two Bt cotton
hybrids: JKCH1050 and JKCH1947. The release for Bt cotton is based on experts’ analysis of the results
from two-season confined field trials conducted under the supervision of the Biosafety Affairs Directorate
of Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate change and Biosafety technical working team drown from
different institutions that have evaluated the final report submitted by the applicant. The Ethiopian
government has identified cotton as a strategically important commaodity crop to supply raw material for
the rapidly growing textile sector and to generate thousands of jobs along the cotton sub-sector value
chain.

On maize, the research institute will commence confined field trials of an event with stacked traits
for drought tolerance and insect resistance in partnership with the African Agricultural Foundation. The
research permit is for five years.

Read full, original post: Ethiopia approves environmental release of Bt cotton and grants special permit

for GM maize
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