What's behind public fear of GMO foods in developing countries?

The genetically modified organism (GMO) debate remains engulfed in a maelstrom of controversies.
Sadly, what is largely a First-World debate continues to increasingly hurt poor farmers in the developing
world.

While sharing knowledge about developments in modern biotechnology and biosafety around the globe, |
have had an opportunity to interact with all cadres of society. What still baffles me is the amount of fear
perpetuated about genetic modification in agriculture.

This is despite biotech crops having been in the market and in our food chain for more than two decades.
By 2016, for example, 185.1 million hectares of biotech crops — more than the total arable land of China
or the United States — were grown.

Opinion on the actual benefits of biotech crops is sharply divided, even as experts and farmer testimonials
affirm the facts. So, recently, | posed and asked myself, who exactly is afraid of GMOs, and why?

The top four reasons | came across were: Fear of multinationals’ control of our food supply; farmer
exploitation; trade-related concerns; and long-term effects. An examination of those behind the fear
revealed interesting realities.

Editor’s note: Margaret Karembu is director of International Service for the Acquisition of Agri-biotech
Applications (ISAAA) AfriCenter and chair of the Open Forum on Agricultural Biotechnology (OFAB) —
Kenya Chapter
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