Viewpoint: We need to push artificial intelligence beyond ‘spying, brainwashing, or
killing’

We are facing a future with great uncertainty and tremendous promise, and the best we can do is to
confront it with a combination of heart and mind, of common sense and rigorous science. In the realm of
Al, what this means is, we need to do our best to guide the Al minds we are creating to embody the
values we cherish: love, compassion, creativity, and respect.

Currently, most Al development occurs under the aegis of military organizations or large corporations
oriented heavily toward advertising and marketing. Put crudely, an awful lot of Al today is about “spying,
brainwashing, or killing.”

[W]e face a situation where Al tends to exacerbate global wealth inequality and class divisions. This has
the potential to lead to various civilization-scale failure modes involving the intersection of geopolitics, Al,
cyberterrorism, and so forth. Part of my motivation for founding the decentralized Al project
SingularityNET was to create an alternative mode of dissemination and utilization of both narrow Al and
AGl—one that operates in a self-organizing way, outside of the direct grip of conventional corporate and
governmental structures.

In the end, though, | worry that radical material abundance and novel political and economic structures
may fail to create a positive future, unless they are coupled with advances in consciousness and
compassion.
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