Challenging earth’s oldest fossils: Critics say ‘there’s absolutely nothing biological
about them’

Two years ago, researchers from the University of Wollongong in Australia shook the science world by
claiming to have discovered 3.7 billion-year-old fossils in a rock formation in Greenland, a finding that
pushed back the origin of life on Earth by 200 million years. New research is now casting doubt on this
discovery, with scientists saying the rock structures are of non-biological origin.

In the original 2016 study, geologist Allen Nutman and colleagues identified cone-like structures, ranging
between 1 and 4 centimeters in length, in 3.7-billion-year-old rock found in the Isua formation in southwest
Greenland. These structures, the researchers said, were evidence of stromatolites—sedimentary
formations created by the layered growth of microbial organisms in shallow waters.

Abigail C. Allwood, a geologist from the California Institute of Technology, Minik T. Rosing, a geochemist
at the University of Copenhagen, and colleagues decided to visit the Isua formation in Greenland and take
a look at these rocks for themselves. Their resulting analysis, published [October 17] in Nature, suggests
Nutman and his colleagues got it wrong. The observed structures in the rocks are just products of tectonic
processes, they say, and there’s absolutely nothing biological about them.

But if there’s anything Nutman, Allwood, and Rosing do agree on, it's that the formations were created in a
marine environment.

Read full, original post: World’s Oldest Fossils Aren’t Actually Fossils, New Research Suggests
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