
Are more consumers willing to pay a premium for ‘natural, ethical, enhanced’ foods?

People haven’t always thought very hard about their food. For most of human history, simply getting
enough to eat was job one. This began to change with the advent of health food, as it was called, around
the turn of the 20th century. The rise of organic farming soon followed. Still, it wasn’t until the early 1970s
— when food prices spiked amid heightened concerns about environmental health — that natural foods
started to gain traction as a cultural and commercial phenomenon.

…

For food and beverage producers, delivering on health and wellness claims is no small task. The good
news is that consumers are ready to make it worth their while. In a significant turnabout from the previous
edition of our survey, roughly 60% to 70% of respondents indicate they would pay a premium for food
products in the natural, ethical, enhanced or “less of …” categories. This is an increase of at least 10
percentage points from two years ago.

[T]he degree to which consumers care about these newer claims [fair trade, local sourcing and no genetic
modifications, along with claims such as antibiotic-free and cage-free] is on the rise …. Realizing this,
retailers are looking to brands for products and support that keep them ahead of consumer demand.
Producers have responded by introducing version 3.0 products such as Dave’s Killer Bread, an organic, 
non-GMO product now available in 22,000 stores. Then there’s Applegate’s line of humanely raised,
antibiotic- and hormone-free, non-GMO processed meats. 

Read full, original article: Consumer Health Claims 3.0: The Next Generation of Mindful Food 
Consumption
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