
Is evolution denial an attempt to ‘make humans special’?

Evolutionary biology has always been controversial. Not controversial among biologists, but controversial
among the general public. This is largely because Darwin’s theory directly contradicted the supernatural
accounts of human origins rooted in religious tradition and replaced them with fully natural ones.

…

[T]he social justice stance on human evolution closely resembles that of the Catholic Church. The Catholic
view of evolution generally accepts biological evolution for all organisms, yet holds that the human soul
(however defined) had been specially created and thus has no evolutionary precursor. Similarly, the social
justice view has no problem with evolutionary explanations for shaping the bodies and minds of all
organisms both between and within a species regarding sex, yet insists that humans are special in that
evolution has played no role in shaping observed sex-linked behavioral differences. Why the biological
forces that shape all of life should be uniquely suspended for humans is unclear. What is clear is that both
the Catholic Church and well-intentioned social justice activists are guilty of gerrymandering evolutionary
biology to make humans special. 
…

We need to acknowledge that trans issues and ideology are complex, and concern one of the most
marginalized communities in the world. Because of this, we must give these issues the respect they
deserve by approaching them with nuance and compassion instead of crudeness and cruelty. But we
must not jettison truth in this process.
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