‘Good enough to eat?’ Australian plant scientist battles ‘fake news’ about GMOs with
new book

Scientists must speak out about the benefits of new genetic technologies such as genetically modified
organisms (GMOs) and gene editing, according to The University of Queensland’s new Director of Crop
Science, Professor lan Godwin.

Professor Godwin is the author of Good Enough to Eat?, a new book about new genetic plant and animal
breeding technologies.

It charts the history of genetically modified foods from the laboratory to the global dinner plate, and
outlines the huge potential of new gene editing technologies, such as CRISPR.

He hopes the book will help end fear and misinformation generated by “fake news” about the safety of
genetically modified foods.

“The future of billions of people literally depends on changing the narrative about how we view genetically
modified food and genetic technologies,” Professor Godwin said.

“Genetically modified, or GM, crops use 37 per cent less pesticide, and increase crop yields by 22 per
cent and farmer profits by 68 per cent — and the promise of new genome editing techniques is simply
astonishing,” Professor Godwin said.

“But we have to stop pretending that ‘natural is best’ and challenge the notion that organic food
companies are not actually big global companies with a conflict of interest when it comes to the GMO
debate.”
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