
Pollution from corn farming linked to 4,300 premature deaths annually, study claims

A study published [April 8] in Nature Sustainability shows how deadly [corn] can be. And eating it isn’t the
killer; growing it is. Turns out that the air pollution from growing corn is behind an estimated 4,300
premature deaths a year.

Growing corn results in emissions of particulate matter, a dangerous pollutant that is so small it winds up
in your lungs when inhaled and can even affect your heart. This forms from the ammonia, sulfur oxides,
nitrogen oxides, and volatile organic compounds released during fertilizer and manure application, the use
of farm machinery (like tractors), and dust from ploughing and planting. The fertilizer and manure are the
real culprits here, though: They account for 71 percent of the researchers’ corn-attributed deaths.

…

The study is clear that it doesn’t paint a full picture, either. The researchers didn’t account for the pollution
that results from where the corn goes after it grows. Like producing ethanol biofuel or animal feed. And
this is a tiny piece of our nation’s—and world’s—air pollution problem. The World Health Organization
estimates some 7 million people die prematurely around the world every year because [of] bad air.

Read full, original article: Corn Pollution Kills Thousands of Americans a Year, Study Finds

https://www.nature.com/articles/s41893-019-0261-y.epdf?shared_access_token=JQ8r_eSu5RRl7Zu-l1Ff-NRgN0jAjWel9jnR3ZoTv0Obt0HKn7VNHFalevA4bh2YH67zd3ud4nQsopjtEKhR61xPNkxd4kihNLpprrqSgUIyw7Vecb7fC84rgvhMTBIEgKINTeB2eAIWw1EXqT5JoQ==
https://www.who.int/airpollution/en/
https://earther.gizmodo.com/corn-pollution-kills-thousands-of-americans-a-year-stu-1833847921

