
Amputees could ‘feel’ again with innovative prosthetic arm

For people who have lost a hand or arm, prosthetics may restore some functioning, but not the sense of 
touch itself. But scientists at the University of Utah say they’ve created technology that can return some 
degree of feeling for people with amputations.

There has been work elsewhere in creating prosthetics capable of providing sensation. But according to 
the team, the sensations people have while using them are limited and imprecise. They claim their work 
comes much closer to mimicking how our hands feel.

…

This happens through the surgical implantation of hundreds of electrodes directly next to the nerve fibers. 
They can “record from (listen to) or stimulate (talk to) small subsets of nerve fibers very selectively, and 
reasonably comprehensively,” [biomedical engineer Gregory] Clark explained via email. This allows for a 
wide range of specific sensory and motor signals to be received and sent back between the prosthesis 
and the nervous system.

…

It’ll take years at least before these devices could be commercially available, though, even if these trials 
and others go off without a hitch. But that’s still enough time for people living with limb loss today to 
someday benefit.

Read full, original post: Scientists Have Created a Prosthetic Arm That Lets Patients Feel Touch Again
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