
China wants to use DNA to map faces. Is it a technology for ‘hunting people’?

Chinese scientists are trying to find a way to use a DNA sample to create an image of a person’s face.

The technology, which is also being developed in the United States and elsewhere, is in the early stages
of development and can produce rough pictures good enough only to narrow a manhunt or perhaps
eliminate suspects. But given the crackdown … experts on ethics in science worry that China is building a
tool that could be used to justify and intensify racial profiling and other state discrimination… .

In the long term, experts say, it may even be possible for the Communist government to feed images
produced from a DNA sample into the mass surveillance and facial recognition systems that it is building,
tightening its grip on society by improving its ability to track dissidents and protesters as well as criminals.

…

Growing numbers of scientists and human rights activists say the Chinese government is exploiting the
openness of the international scientific community to harness research into the human genome for
questionable purposes.

…

The Chinese government is building “essentially technologies used for hunting people,” said Mark
Munsterhjelm, an assistant professor at the University of Windsor in Ontario who tracks Chinese interest
in the technology.

Read full, original post: China Uses DNA to Map Faces, With Help From the West

https://www.nytimes.com/2019/12/03/business/china-dna-uighurs-xinjiang.html

