
Your dog may be paying closer attention to your words than you realize

Dogs pay much closer attention to what humans say than we realised, even to words that are probably
meaningless to them.

Holly Root-Gutteridge at the University of Sussex, UK, and her colleagues played audio recordings of
people saying six words to 70 pet dogs of various breeds. The dogs had never heard these voices before
and the words only differed by their vowels, such as “had”, “hid” and “who’d”.

Each recording was altered so the voices were at the same pitch, ensuring that the only cue the dogs had
was the difference between vowels, rather than how people said the words.

…

The team based its assessment of the dogs’ reactions on how long they paid attention when the voice or
word changed – if the dogs moved their ears or shifted eye contact, for example, it showed that they
noticed the change. In contrast, when the dogs heard the same word repeated several times, their
attention waned.

Until now, it was thought that only humans could detect vowels in words and realise that these sounds
stay the same across different speakers. But the dogs could do both spontaneously without any previous
training.

Read full, original post: Dogs have a better ear for language than we thought

https://www.newscientist.com/article/2117726-this-is-why-you-cant-help-babbling-to-your-dog-like-its-a-baby/
https://www.newscientist.com/article/2225746-dogs-have-a-better-ear-for-language-than-we-thought/

