
Bacterial DNA found in gene-edited dairy cow could slow development of more
CRISPR animals

Many scientists and animal breeders are keenly interested in directly altering a portion of an organism’s
genome to incorporate specific traits. For example, the company Recombinetics recently created two bulls
by altering their genome to introduce the polled gene.

…

One of those bulls was subsequently mated to horned cows and the resulting offspring were all polled,
indicating that the polled gene was successfully incorporated into the genome of what was once a horned
bull.

The ability to make what is now known as intentional genomic alterations — or IGA — could speed many
genetic selection efforts.
…

Scientists involved with the project had examined the genomes to make sure the polled mutation was
incorporated properly but had overlooked the possibility that a bacterial gene could accidentally be
introduced at the same time.

…

The presence of the bacterial DNA immediately changed the status of such animals from IGA to GMO.
That change will mean more regulations in the U.S. and in those countries that previously had more
relaxed regulations. …. The field of gene editing is advancing rapidly, but this latest development is likely
to set efforts back to some degree.

Read full, original article: Setback slows pathway for gene-edited dairy cows

https://hoards.com/article-26865-setback-slows-pathway-for-gene-edited-dairy-cows.html

