
Podcast: Twisted history—The true story of how the DNA double helix was
discovered

“History is written by the victors.” It’s a quote often attributed to Winston Churchill, and it’s certainly true of
many discoveries in science, where being the first to publish a major finding is enough to secure your
name in the history books (or at least in the science textbooks…)

The book, The Double Helix, is a dramatic tale of how American geneticist James Watson and British
molecular biologist Francis Crick discovered the structure of DNA back in the early 1950s. Of course,
being written by Watson himself, it’s no surprise that he’s the dashing hero of the story.

Big names like Watson and Crick take much of the glory for the discovery of the structure of DNA, while
others like Maurice Wilkins, Rosalind Franklin and Ray Gosling are increasingly recognized for their
contributions. But there are still many others whose work contributed to our understanding of the structure
and function of DNA, such as Johannes Friedrich Miescher, Fred Griffith, Oswald Avery, Rudolf Signer
and Elwyn Beighton.

In this episode of Genetics Unzipped, geneticist Kat Arney talks with Gareth Williams, professor emeritus 
at the University of Bristol and author of ‘Unravelling the Double Helix: The Lost Heroes of DNA‘, to
explore some of the lesser-known stories and names behind the discovery of the structure and function of
DNA. 

https://geneticliteracyproject.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/04/309-The-true-story-of-double-helix-Genetics-
Unzipped.mp3

Full transcript, links and references available online at GeneticsUnzipped.com

Genetics Unzipped is the podcast from the UK Genetics Society, presented by award-winning 
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Kat on Twitter @Kat_Arney, Genetics Unzipped @geneticsunzip, and the Genetics Society at 
@GenSocUK

Listen to Genetics Unzipped on Apple Podcasts (iTunes) Google Play, Spotify, or wherever you get 
your podcasts

https://geneticsunzipped.com/news/2019/6/18/double-helix-trouble
http://www.bristol.ac.uk/school-of-arts/people/gareth-williams/overview.html
http://www.bristol.ac.uk/school-of-arts/people/gareth-williams/overview.html
https://www.amazon.com/Unravelling-Double-Helix-Lost-Heroes/dp/1643132156
https://geneticliteracyproject.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/04/309-The-true-story-of-double-helix-Genetics-Unzipped.mp3
https://geneticliteracyproject.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/04/309-The-true-story-of-double-helix-Genetics-Unzipped.mp3
https://geneticsunzipped.com/blog/2020/4/23/s309-twisted-history-the-true-story-of-the-double-helix
https://geneticsunzipped.com/
http://genetics.org.uk/
https://katarney.com/
https://www.firstcreatethemedia.com/
https://twitter.com/Kat_Arney
https://twitter.com/geneticsunzip
https://www.twitter.com/GenSocUK
https://itunes.apple.com/gb/podcast/genetics-unzipped/id1446661695
https://play.google.com/music/listen?u=0#/ps/Isp2m6ra3dwct2a6v7pb2tojgtq
https://open.spotify.com/show/6mAZNkZGORk2eAy3qb9wfC?si=MEz8vNAdRQKGF70d0IE8oA
https://geneticsunzipped.com/how-to-listen
https://geneticsunzipped.com/how-to-listen

