
Viewpoint: We can’t let the coronavirus open a ‘back door’ to eugenics

The NHS response to Covid-19 has been incredible. It has shown the strong commitment by the medical
profession and society more generally to the principle of the sanctity of human life.

This is encouraging to see in the face of an orchestrated campaign by advocates for the legalization of
assisted suicide and euthanasia for disabled people and those with terminal and chronic illnesses.

…

The eugenics movement started in Britain during the late 19th Century, arising in the context of social
Darwinism and the theory of the survival of the fittest. …

The re-emergence of the idea that some lives are not worth living is being applied to vulnerable people
who are deemed to have become a burden on society.

…

While we live through these unprecedented times, inevitably, very difficult decisions have to be taken
about who to treat in a context of grossly overstretched healthcare resources. But we must be aware of
the danger of changing medicine in a way which would be detrimental to the most vulnerable in society.

In responding to the Covid-19 virus, we must ensure no back door is left open to the dangerous
philosophy of eugenics.  
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