Coronavirus pandemic slows booming sales of plant-based meat

No doubt about it: makers of plant-based meat are experiencing blockbuster growth during the pandemic
for a variety of reasons. From widespread slaughter plant shutdowns restricting supply and increasing
prices to concerns about the treatment of those employed in those plants to attention on the connection
between pandemics and how we treat animals, many Americans are exploring the plant-based world in
earnest.

As impressive as this beefed-up growth is for the plant-based meat movement, it's helpful to recall that
animal meat demand has also never been higher, and the actual gains for animal meat producers dwarf
those of the plant-based meat-makers.

Plant-based meat share has dropped slightly due to
absolute gains in animal-based meat dollar sales

Plant-based share of total meat category
March 1, 2020 - May, 10 2020
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Animal-based and plant-based meat categories added $5 billion and $100.3 million

in absolute dollar sales, respectively, for the 9-week period ending May 10
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According to Feedstuffs, “since the onset of the pandemic-related changes in grocery patterns, the meat
department has seen an additional $5.0 billion in sales, versus an additional $100.3 million for plant-based
meat alternatives.”

.... [K]eep in mind that plant-based meat typically sells for 200 to 500 percent the cost of conventional
meat, so percent of dollars spent will be higher than the percent of actual meat sold.

And when it comes to measuring those pounds of actual meat, Feedstuffs makes it clear that plant-based
meat’s share has actually decreased during the pandemic since animal-based meat has climbed so
rapidly.



Read the original post



https://medium.com/@PaulShapiro/just-how-much-meat-is-plant-based-a80478faa95f

