
Viewpoint: Telescoping coronavirus vaccine testing and approval timelines exposes
all of us to unnecessary dangers

We all hope for a rapid end to the pandemic and an effective vaccine would be a surefire solution. But
there are risks that come with a fast-tracked vaccine delivered end of this year, not the least of which are
the risks related to the safety of the vaccine itself.

Telescoping testing timelines and approvals may expose all of us to unnecessary dangers related to the
vaccine. While preclinical trials to evaluate the potential safety and efficacy of vaccine candidates are
likely to include tens of thousands of patients, it is still unclear whether that number will be large enough
and a trial will last long enough to evaluate safety for a drug that would be administered to so many. The
US alone plans to vaccinate hundreds of millions of people with the first successful candidate. One
serious adverse event per thousand of a vaccine given to 100 million people means harm to 100,000
otherwise healthy people.

…

Yes, we are all increasingly longing for an end to the outbreak. But a safe vaccine, effective for all those at
risk, is worth the wait, especially when we have other solutions in hand. We already know from the
experience of countries in Asia that the epidemic can be stopped in its tracks with basic public health
measures: widespread testing, contact tracing, and mandatory controlled quarantine.
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