
Rushing the roll out of vaccines has led to past US health disasters

[Vaccine experts’] concern that the FDA may be moving too quickly heightened when FDA Commissioner
Dr. Steven Hahn told the Financial Times that his agency could consider an emergency use authorization
(EUA) for a Covid-19 vaccine before late stage clinical trials are complete if the data show strong enough
evidence it would protect people. 
The commissioner has the authority to allow unapproved medical products to be used in an emergency
when there are no adequate or approved alternatives. An EUA is not the same as full approval and it can
be withdrawn.

…

[In 1955,] more than 200,000 children got the polio vaccine, but within days the government had to
abandon the program. 
“Forty thousand kids got polio. Some had low levels, a couple hundred were left with paralysis, and about
10 died,” said Dr. Howard Markel, a pediatrician.
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Markel said people’s mistrust of the system makes the idea that the FDA would rush this process before
late stage clinical trials are complete “colossally stupid.”

“This is one of the most ridiculous things I’ve heard this administration say,” Markel said. “All it takes is
one bad side effect to basically botch a vaccine program that we desperately need against this virus. It’s a
prescription for disaster.”

FDA Commissioner Hahn said that the vaccine decision will be based on data, not politics.

Read the original post

https://www.fda.gov/emergency-preparedness-and-response/mcm-legal-regulatory-and-policy-framework/emergency-use-authorization
https://www.cnn.com/2020/09/01/health/eua-coronavirus-vaccine-history/index.html

