Are vaccines now in development safe? The companies making them uniformly
won't release data

It's standard for drug companies to withhold details of clinical trials until after they are completed,
tenaciously guarding their intellectual property and competitive edge. But these are extraordinary times,
and now there is a growing outcry among independent scientists and public health experts who are
pushing the companies to be far more open with the public in the midst of a pandemic that has already
killed more than 193,000 people in the United States.

These experts say American taxpayers are entitled to know more since the federal government has
committed billions of dollars to vaccine research and to buying the vaccines once they’re approved. And
greater transparency could also help bolster faltering public confidence in vaccines.
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[September 8], nine pharmaceutical companies, including AstraZeneca and Pfizer, pledged to “stand with
science” and rigorously vet any vaccine for the coronavirus — an unusual pact among competitors. But
the researchers said that missing from the joint statement was a promise to share more critical details
about their research with the public and the scientific community.

“We’ve never had such an important clinical trial — or series of clinical trials — in recent history,” said Dr.
Eric Topol, a professor of molecular medicine at Scripps Research in La Jolla, Calif., and a longtime
expert on clinical trials. “Everything should be transparent.”

Read the original post



https://www.statnews.com/2020/09/09/astrazeneca-covid19-vaccine-pascal-soriot-transparency/
https://www.businesswire.com/news/home/20200908005282/en/Biopharma-Leaders-Unite-Stand-Science
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/09/13/science/coronavirus-vaccine-trials.html

