
Can GM corn eliminate insecticide use? For some farmers, the answer is yes, study
shows

Maize production is one of the most important activities for the Honduran economy, both in terms of area
cultivated and food security provided. This article reports the results of a survey undertaken to gauge
knowledge, perceptions, opinions, and attitudes of Honduran farmers towards genetically modified (GM)
maize.

Data were collected from 32 maize producers in 2018–19, of both conventional and GM, in five different
departments (regions) of Honduras. Results show that over 75% of interviewed farmers have significant
knowledge of basic biotechnology concepts and GM maize.
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Overall, producers have a positive opinion about GM maize because yields are higher than conventional
maize, and adopting farmers have higher incomes. A significant finding was the reduction in the number of
necessary pesticide applications, 84% of interviewees who used GM maize did not apply any pesticides.

Farmers indicate the two main reasons for using GM maize are higher incomes (48%) and ease of use of
the crop (33%). Overall, GM maize impacts in Honduras could be greater if the federal government took
on a more proactive role in knowledge dissemination and facilitation of credit access.
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