
COVID vaccines aren’t generating antibodies for 10 million people in the US alone,
including transplant recipients, who take immunosuppressants. What should they
do?

For many people like [Alicia Merritt,] a liver transplant patient who must take immunosuppressants daily to
prevent her body from rejecting the organ, the vaccines are proving less effective than for people with
normal immune systems, a new study found.

…

Some are taking a third shot to try to jar their immune systems into generating the antibodies that protect
them from the virus. Others are considering modifying their immunosuppressants in consultation with their
doctors in hopes another shot will be effective. And a few are jumping through bureaucratic hoops to 
get access to monoclonal antibodies, which could provide protection until more people in the general
population are vaccinated.

…

In a paper published in the Journal of the American Medical Association, [transplant surgeon Dr. Dorry]
Segev’s team found that 46% of transplant recipients had no antibodies after two vaccination shots. Of the
54% who did develop antibodies, their levels were generally lower than people with normal immune
systems.
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Dr. Segev said he is hoping for approval soon from federal authorities to launch a study of the effect of
giving transplant patients a booster shot. There is a theoretical risk that the immune activation might
cause rejections or other problems with the transplanted organs, he said.

Read the original post

https://jamanetwork.com/journals/jama/fullarticle/2779852
https://www.wsj.com/articles/covid-19-treatment-from-vir-glaxosmithkline-is-approved-11622066958?mod=article_inline
https://jamanetwork.com/journals/jama/fullarticle/2779852
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__www.wsj.com_articles_covid-2D19-2Dvaccine-2Dbooster-2Dshots-2Draise-2Dtough-2Dissues-2Dfor-2Dhealth-2Dauthorities-2D11621503181-3Fmod-3Darticle-5Finline&d=DwMFaQ&c=sJ6xIWYx-zLMB3EPkvcnVg&r=eK8IQl4OpRT0JH8GjwiwxYGn62QM7PtmfX-V22GtRd8&m=AU5jQAwocS4WYYNY6Sv5cWPHYLK4tf_prtIBKwpnrCU&s=hq-6ncPLa8IuzJz1B51ZSJVH9VWUTpGZD14h9p8oTzE&e=
https://www.wsj.com/articles/immunocompromised-people-turn-to-covid-19-vaccine-booster-shots-11622626200

