
Part I: Viewpoint — Does American medicine perpetuate a ‘racist caste system’?
Critical Race Theory enters mainstream health

Medical schools are adding units on critical race theory, intersectionality, implicit bias, identity, oppression, 
allyship, power and privilege to their curricula. Medical students are learning about medical exploitation
and medical experimentation on enslaved blacks, black prisoners and other unwitting subjects. And 
staple reading assignments in med schools feature such non-medical polemics as Robin DiAngelo’s
“White Fragility” and Ibram X. Kendi’s “How to Be an Antiracist.”
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Such developments trouble skeptics worried about the repercussions for patient care and for the training
of physicians. They say the moral fervor reduces complex policy to simplistic slogans and indiscriminately
blames all racial disparities on a nebulous menace – white supremacy or systemic racism – while
discounting the influence of cultural differences and individual initiative. It then attacks the perceived
problem through blunt weapons as such racial preferences, ideological conformity and emotional
blackmail.

“The fundamental problem with social justice in public health is that there are no limiting principles to it,”
American Enterprise Institute senior fellow and author Sally Satel wrote in the journal Liberties this year.
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https://medschool.ucla.edu/workfiles/Site-System/1.Anti-racism_Roadmap_Focus-Area.pdf
https://www.latimes.com/opinion/story/2021-07-28/teach-critical-race-theory-medical-school
https://www.nejm.org/doi/full/10.1056/NEJMpv2022964
https://facultydev.med.brown.edu/sites/g/files/dprerj596/files/Antiracism Suggested Resources (2).pdf
https://med.emory.edu/about/diversity/anti-racism-guide.html
https://sallysatelmd.com/html/LibertiesCRTMED2021.pdf
https://www.realclearinvestigations.com/articles/2021/08/11/medicine_is_getting_major_injections_of_woke_ideology_that_will_likely_affect_your_health_care_789077.html

