Intriguing new clues revealed about the genetics and evolution of homosexuality

In a study of data from hundreds of thousands of people, researchers have now identified genetic patterns
that could be associated with homosexual behavior, and showed how these might also help people to find
different-sex mates, and reproduce.

The researchers found that people who’'d had same-sex encounters shared genetic markers with people
who described themselves as risk-taking and open to new experiences. And there was a small overlap
between heterosexual people who had genes linked to same-sex behavior and those whom interviewers
rated as physically attractive. [Evolutionary geneticist Brendan] Zietsch suggests that traits such as
charisma and sex drive could also share genes that overlap with same-sex behavior, but he says that
those traits were not included in the data, so “we’re just guessing”.

Dean Hamer, a retired geneticist in Haleiwa, Hawaii, who published some of the first studies on the
genetics of sexual orientation, is disappointed with the study.
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“You're not even asking the right people the right question,” Hamer says. Instead, he thinks the
researchers have found genetic markers associated with openness to new experiences, which could
explain the overlap between people who have had a homosexual partner and heterosexual people who
have had many partners.

This is an excerpt. Read the original post here.
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