
Britain poised to dramatically overhaul outdated, restrictive EU genetically
engineered crop and animal regulations

The UK is gearing up to diverge from the EU and make it easier to research and commercially cultivate 
genetically engineered crops and animals after a key advisory body said the EU’s current approach is 
“inhibiting useful innovation”.
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At the heart of the debate is a distinction between first generation genetic technologies, which involve
introducing marker genes from other organisms to show a particular transformation has taken place, and
gene editing, such as through Crispr, which can make precise modifications to a plant or animal genome,
without the need to introduce any foreign DNA. This is seen by advocates of gene editing as being a more
precise, faster and targeted way of carrying out traditional breeding, as has been practiced for thousands
of years.

…

[Recently,] the council released a report enthusing that a new wave of gene editing techniques has the 
potential to create healthier, more disease resistant crops that need less pesticide and contribute less to 
climate change. “

…

As net importers of food, the UK and EU will probably (most likely definitely) have to deal with a world 
where genetic engineering becomes the norm with respect to the food supply chain,” said Murray Grant, a 
food security researcher at Warwick University.

This is an excerpt. Read the original post here.

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/1014151/rhc-genetic-technologies.pdf
https://sciencebusiness.net/news/uk-gears-diverge-eu-targeted-genetic-modifications-farming

