
First pig-grown kidney transplant successfully trialed in humans

Researchers have long sought to grow organs in pigs that are suitable for transplantation into humans. 
Technologies like cloning and genetic engineering have brought that vision closer to reality in recent 
years, but testing these experimental organs in humans has presented daunting ethical questions.

So surgeons at N.Y.U. Langone Health took an astonishing step: With the family’s consent, they attached 
the pig’s kidney to a brain-dead patient who was sustained on a ventilator, and then followed the body’s 
response while taking measures of the kidney’s function. It is the first operation of its kind.

The researchers tracked the results for just 54 hours, and many questions remained to be answered 
about the long-term consequences of such an operation. The procedure will not be available to patients 
any time soon, as there are significant medical and regulatory hurdles to overcome.

Still, experts in the field hailed the surgery as a milestone.
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A steady supply of organs from pigs — which could eventually include hearts, lungs and livers — would 
offer a lifeline to the more than 100,000 Americans currently on transplant waiting lists, including the 
90,240 who need a kidney. Twelve people on the waiting lists die each day.

This is an excerpt. Read the original post here.
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