
COVID force shift: Surge in milder variant focus global adaptation strategy rethink

Now Omicron is sweeping across state after state—even highly vaccinated ones—and new cases are
shooting up and up. The virus is still deadliest to the unvaccinated, but the sheer number of mostly mild
infections in the vaccinated is shocking us out of that post-Delta stasis. To deal with this extremely
transmissible but now milder variant, we are in the middle of a COVID reset.

Already, the CDC has shortened the isolation period for vaccinated people. Breakthrough infections 
are becoming routine. And Anthony Fauci is pointing to hospitalizations, rather than cases, as a measure
of Omicron’s true impact because many infections are now mild breakthroughs.
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Omicron is forcing us to reconsider how we deal with mild cases of COVID, which will never completely go
away. It is doing so, unfortunately, in a chaotic and dangerous moment. For the next variant and for next
winter, we need to plan in advance. The challenges ahead are already clear. Hospitals, which are
stressed even in bad flu seasons, will have to deal with combined COVID and flu every winter. The
coronavirus will also keep evolving, and new variants that keep eroding our immunity will emerge.

This is an excerpt. Read the original post here.

https://www.theatlantic.com/technology/archive/2021/12/new-york-city-covid-apocalypse/621039/
https://www.theguardian.com/us-news/2022/jan/02/fauci-covid-omicron-hospitalizations-case-count
https://www.theatlantic.com/health/archive/2018/01/the-perfect-storm-behind-this-years-nasty-flu-season/550469/
https://www.theatlantic.com/health/archive/2022/01/omicron-mild-covid-pandemic-reset/621207/

