
Young plant scientists eager to develop climate resilient and more nutritious crops
see CRISPR gene editing as key

In the summer of 2018, the European Court of Justice (that’s Europe’s highest court) reviewed a case and
concluded that gene-edited crops should be subject to the same regulations as conventional genetically
modified organisms (GMOs).

This meant that CRISPR-edited plants, from that moment on, became subject to strict GMO laws in the
European Union, threatening much-needed research on gene-edited crops.
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Since these laws do not differentiate between old-school GMOs that contain foreign DNA and plants
obtained using new plant breeding techniques, the application of the old GMO laws to new techniques is
not justifiable and must be updated.

As young researchers and citizens, we believe that NPBTs and CRISPR can contribute to meeting the
challenges we presently face, and policy must be updated in order to effectively utilize them.

…

So far, this discussion in the EU has involved major stakeholders: politicians, breeding and biotech
companies, and non-governmental organizations.

We felt an important voice was missing: the voice of the younger generation.

We present a platform for early career plant scientists that encourages them to participate in science
communication and that facilitates open dialogue with experts from different fields, policy makers, and
citizens.

We want to enable both early-career plant scientists and citizens to find their voice.

This is an excerpt. Read the original post here.

https://curia.europa.eu/juris/document/document.jsf?text=&docid=204387&pageIndex=0&doclang=EN&mode=req&dir=&occ=first&part=1&cid=5989126
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sweN8d4_MUg
https://www.genesproutinitiative.com/
https://nextnature.net/magazine/story/2022/meet-a-group-of-young-plant-scientists-who-share-their-belief-in-the-potential-of-crispr

