
GLP Podcast: GMO grapes coming soon? Golden Rice is here; FDA’s dubious
animal gene-editing rules

MO grapes exist, so why can’t we buy them? Farmers in the Philippines have access to
disease-fighting Golden Rice after more than two decades of delay. Why does the FDA
continue to regulate gene-edited animals as if they’re drugs? There isn’t a bit of data to justify
the agency’s position. 

Join geneticist Kevin Folta and GLP contributor Cameron English on episode 167 of Science Facts 
and Fallacies as they break down these latest news stories:

Viewpoint: GMO grapes could be engineered to cut pesticide use and reduce pest damage. 
Why are they not yet commercialized?

Researchers have been developing genetically engineered, disease-resistant grapes for several decades.
A deep commitment to tradition in the wine industry and lingering anti-GMO fears among consumers have
delayed progress. But with winegrowers facing growing pest threats, this technology may finally get a
chance to prove its efficacy on the vineyard. Is there a GMO-derived wine in our future?

Vitamin-A enhanced Golden Rice distributed for planting for the first time in the Philippines

Golden Rice is poised to make a serious dent in rates of vitamin A deficiency in southeast Asia, potentially
saving many young children from blindness, disease and early death. Decades of dishonest activism and
excessive regulatory scrutiny have kept the enhanced crop out of the developing countries that
desperately need it. But, finally, farmers in the Philippines have gained access to the enhanced rice, which
means it’s a major step closer to helping the people who stand to benefit most from consuming it.

Follow the latest news and policy debates on sustainable agriculture, biomedicine, and other ‘disruptive’
innovations. Subscribe to our newsletter.
SIGN UP

Viewpoint: No, DNA is NOT a drug—Why the FDA’s continued insistence to regulate gene 
edited research animals as drugs blocks US-based innovation

The FDA publicly defends the cultivation and consumption of genetically engineered crops. When it
comes to biotech animals, however, the agency takes a very different approach, arguing that strict
regulations are required to prevent “unintended consequences” that could result from engineering
animals. Has the agency made a convincing case for its contradictory takes on GE crops and animals, or
has politics again clouded the discussion around biotechnology?

Kevin M. Folta is a professor, keynote speaker and podcast host. Follow Professor Folta on Twitter 
@kevinfolta
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Cameron J. English is the director of bio-sciences at the American Council on Science and Health
. Visit his website and follow ACSH on Twitter @ACSHorg
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