59% plunge in yields: Kenyan farmers blocked from planting insect-resistant
genetically modified cotton suffer more than a million dollars in losses

Kenya'’s cotton production shrunk 59 percent in 2021, hurt by farmers lacking access to genetically
modified Bt seeds imported mainly from India, the Fibre Directorate said on [June 7].

The East African nation produced 2,527 lint bales worth 82 million shillings (about 701,280 U.S. dollars)
during the period, a decline from 6,196 bales worth 1.76 million dollars in 2020, according to the
government agency.

“Getting seeds was a major challenge during the period under review especially due to the fact that the Bt
seeds have to be imported into the country from India, and undergo germination test before distribution. In
most cases, the seeds reached the farmers late and they were also inadequate for all who had prepared
their land,” said the directorate in a report on the crop, noting there were funding challenges.
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Kenya in 2019 approved commercial farming of Bt cotton, making the crop the first genetically modified
plant to be grown in the East African nation after years of research.

The Ministry of Agriculture, thereafter, distributed a metric tonne of Bt cotton seeds for planting on a pilot
basis on 10,000 hectares. Farmers consequently adopted the crop because it is high-yielding and
resistant to the deadly bollworm insects.

This is an excerpt. Read the original post here
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