How the coronavirus pandemic flipped uber-liberal Marin County from vaccine
rejectionist hub to shaming COVID vaccine skeptics

For more than a decade, few places in the nation were associated with anti-vaccine movements as much
as Marin County, the bluff-lined peninsula of coastal redwoods and stunning views just north of San
Francisco.

This corner of the Bay Area had become a prime example of a highly educated, affluent community with
low childhood vaccination rates, driven by a contingent of liberal parents skeptical of traditional medicine.
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In the pandemic age, getting a Covid-19 shot has become the defining “vax” or “anti-vax” litmus test, and
on that account, Marin County has embraced vaccines at rates that surpass the vast majority of
communities in the nation. It comes after public health efforts to change parents’ opinions, as well as a
strict state mandate that students get vaccinated for childhood diseases.

And as the nation has grown more polarized, Marin residents are less comfortable wearing the “anti-vax”
label increasingly associated with conservatives. Americans who identify as Democrats are more than
twice as likely to be vaccinated and boosted against Covid — and Marin County is one of the bluest
enclaves in America.

Given that a fifth of elementary-school-age children here still have not gotten the vaccines, it is not clear
that Marin holdouts have changed their minds. But anti-vaccine parents no longer feel as empowered to
voice their opinions. The mood shift was pointedly captured by a local columnist, who declared in January,
“Unvaccinated? You're not welcome in Marin.”

This is an excerpt. Read the full article here
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