
Some Kenyans eager to embrace GM crops to fight escalating drought, but
opposition remains

As Kenya prepares to commercialise genetically modified crops, there is resistance from some farmers
and campaign groups, who question their safety.

“You are making what we eat worse than it is,” accuses farmer Eva Wanjiru.
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Kenya is currently facing a severe water shortage caused by four failed consecutive rainy seasons, amid
one of the harshest droughts the East African region has seen in four decades. This means crops are not
able to grow, prompting warnings of potential famine.

GM seeds are those which have been genetically altered to produce what are seen as desirable qualities
such as drought and pest resistance – and it is due to this resilience that some have a more positive view
than Ms Wanjiru.

They say the lifting of the GMO ban was prompted by the real need to ensure food security and to
safeguard the environment.

“Climate change, the severity of drought and the emergence of new pests such as fall armyworms and
maize stalk borer, and diseases such as maize lethal necrosis pose a real threat to food, [cattle] feed and
nutritional security,” said Dr Eliud Kireger, director general of the Kenya Agricultural and Livestock
Research Organization.

…

A survey conducted by a non-governmental organisation, Route to Food Initiative, last year showed that
57% of Kenyans do not welcome GMOs, who will now have to be persuaded.

This is an excerpt. Read the original post here
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