
Viewpoint: The politics of farming affects every American. Here’s why agriculture will
be the next presidential election’s big issue

Whether it’s Mexico’s threat of banning the import of American corn, or the five-year revamp of the 
American Farm Bill, agriculture is not merely about growing food. As the politics of farming affects the 
livelihoods of each American, it transforms agricultural policy into an electoral issue.
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In the United States, the vote of farmers themselves has been cornered by Republicans, who raked up a 
vast majority of their vote in 2016, according to polls. Under the Trump administration, a large section of 
Obama-era regulatory controls were rolled back. America’s most popular weed killer, atrazine, was no 
longer a target by the EPA, and the insecticide chlorpyrifos was re-authorized. However, the Biden 
administration has picked up where Obama left off, leaving farmers in a state of insecurity at a time when 
affordable food is in increasingly shorter supply. 

…

A lot of agricultural policy is niche policy talk for nerds, but since the COVID-19 pandemic, voters have 
identified two key ways in which it affects their lives: is the food on the shelves, and how much does it 
cost? The ramifications of Biden’s regulatory approach to farming affect both of these questions, and that, 
politically seen, isn’t good news for Democrats.
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