Tiger steaks and lion burgers? Cell-cultivated exotic meats open new market
possibilities but raise controversial questions

Which animals we find acceptable to eat vary from person to person, according to our values, palates, and
upbringing. Many consider eating cows and chickens okay, but not octopus, dolphin, or tiger. Right now,
you’d be hard-pressed to find tiger meat in your local supermarket, but developments in tech are making a
future possible in which eating exotic meats, from alligator to zebra, could be commonplace.
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Some animal advocates, however, have voiced concerns that popularizing exotic meats could have
unforeseen consequences. The tech, if successful (a big if), could create an appetite for real tiger meat,
putting additional pressure on already-endangered wild big cat populations. And some vegans, who
advocate against the commodification of animals, worry that eating cell-cultivated meat could entrench the
belief that animals are something to be exploited and consumed, rather than beings to be protected; they
argue the desire to manufacture cultured tiger meat reveals that “clean” meat is a fallacy promoted by
meat producers developing new ways to exploit the animal kingdom.

It might still be that the current fastest way to dramatically limit animal suffering is through embracing
cultured meat companies while putting the total abolition of animal exploitation on the back burner.

This is an excerpt. Read the original post here
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