
Viewpoint: ‘Anti-technology activists unfairly malign genetically modified mustard
crop that could drop pesticide use by 40%’

The polarised debate over genetically modified (GM) crops in India is back in the limelight. The advocates 
and dissenters of GM technology broke open the debate following the Supreme Court’s refusal to allow 
the environmental release of genetically modified (GM) mustard. This indefinite moratorium to halt all field 
trials of GM mustard has not only inflicted a severe blow to an array of crops which are in various stages 
of trials that employ transgenic technology, but has also dampened the hopes of GM mustard, Brassica 
juncea, in becoming India’s first GM food to reach the kitchen.
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For instance, since the introduction of Bt cotton in 2002, there has been a remarkable increase in India’s
cotton yield, leading to a significant rise in farmers’ income. In fact, more than 95 per cent of cotton
growing areas of the country is planted with Bt cotton by an increasing number of cotton farmers, resulting
in the savings of about 40 per cent of total chemical insecticides.

However, the anti-GM lobby persists in making false claims, one of which is linking Bt cotton to crop
failures and mass suicides in India. Once GM mustard is introduced into Indian farms, there is no doubt
that the anti-GM lobby will be poised to raise questions about its efficacy.
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