Viewpoint: ‘Fear of captive agricultural markets beholden to global corporations is a
non-issue if African nations develop their own GM crops’

As certain African nations have legalised genetically modified organisms (GMOSs), primarily for food and
crops, others like Rwanda have introduced bills to explore the benefits of modern agricultural
biotechnology. The New Times’ Emmanuel Ntirenganya interviewed Vitumbiko Chinoko, the manager of
the Open Forum on Agricultural Biotechnology in Africa (OFAB) Project to discuss the current state of
GMO adoption on the continent, its potential, and the concerns surrounding it.
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[New Times:] There are worries that biotech or GMO seeds or crops would result in Africa being
dependent on mega-companies that developed them (and own their patents), and it would be costly for
farmers to adopt them because of the implicated prices. What do you say about this? [Chinoko:] The long-
term or strategic response is this; the reason why those technologies are expensive in terms of seeds and
everything else is because somebody else developed them and they have to gain from it. And this is why
we are encouraging African governments to be able to develop their own technologies.

So, my strategic response to that is to let our governments enable researchers to come up with these
technologies in-country because when we do that, we substantively reduce the cost element.

This is an excerpt. Read the original post here
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