First on the list for de-extinction? The famed dodo

An audacious collaboration between geneticists and conservationists plans to bring back the extinct dodo
and reintroduce it to its once-native habitat in Mauritius.

US-based biotechnology and genetic engineering company Colossal Biosciences, which is pursuing the
“de-extinction” of multiple species, including the woolly mammoth, has entered a partnership with the
Mauritian Wildlife Foundation to find a suitable location for the large flightless birds.

The dodo has been extinct since 1681; a combination of predation by humans and animals introduced by
humans led to its downfall, turning it into a textbook case for extinction. But according to the partners, its
return to Mauritius could benefit the dodo’s immediate environment and other species.
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The bird’s large beak is an indicator that it consumed large-seeded fruits, he explained, and the dodo
played a role in the seeds’ dispersal. Some of these plant species are threatened or highly threatened, he
added, one hypothesis being that the seeds are no longer being sufficiently dispersed and primed for
germination without the dodo and other extinct large species (another being the domed Mauritian giant
tortoise.).

“I think (the dodo is) going to be a big bonus for the restoration of ecosystems,” said Tatayah.

This is an excerpt. Read the full article here
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