
Case study: How foreign-activist-imposed ‘organic obsession’ undermined Sri
Lanka’s food security in less than one year

The recent scenario of the food security collapse in Sri Lanka provides a poignant reminder of the
importance of this decision-making process and the consequences of unacknowledged or unidentified
misinformation. Sri Lanka responded to an unexplained health condition and a desire to enter a new sales
market by swiftly transitioning to organic farming. However, this abrupt change led to the rapid collapse of
Sri Lanka’s food supply, a significant decline in GDP, and hardships for both rural and urban communities.
While the government eventually reversed its policy, Sri Lanka faced challenges in recovery.
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The collapsed food security in Sri Lanka serves as a poignant case study that underscores the criticality of
discerning between science and opinion in government decision-making, with a specific focus on the
importance of combating disinformation. The adverse consequences of misinformation come to the
forefront, especially where its pervasive presence can significantly hinder the early identification of
pressing issues.

…

The point highlighted here is not that diverse voices should not be heard loudly and clearly, but that a
voice proposing to speak of science must have rigorous supporting evidence. Consequently, fostering a
culture of evidence-based decision-making and promoting the rigorous scrutiny of information sources are
imperative steps towards ensuring the welfare of societies and the effective functioning of governments.
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