Bangladesh still stuck in the past as locally grown Golden Rice hits markets in the
Philippines

olden Rice has finally hit markets across the Philippines as the country embraces the
G genetically modified crop to boost local food production and counter Vitamin A deficiency, an
affliction caused by a poor diet that can lead to blindness, especially in children.

The Philippines started transplanting Golden Rice in the 2022 wet season, becoming the first country in
the world to commercially cultivate the crop, locally branded as Malusog Rice (malusog is the Filipino
word for healthy). The rice is being market-tested country-wide, with consumers giving it positive initial
results.

In contrast, Bangladesh faces regulatory inertia, with approval for Golden Rice pending for six years since
November 2017. Despite efforts by scientists to demonstrate Golden Rice’s safety and efficacy,
bureaucratic delays have hindered its adoption by farmers, even as malnutrition remains a problem
among vulnerable populations in the country.
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In the Philippines, the International Rice Research Institute (IRRI) and the Philippines Rice Research
Institute report the successful cultivation of Golden Rice on 40 hectares in 2022, with plans to expand
cultivation to ten percent of rice acreage by 2027.

Golden Rice, engineered to produce beta carotene, offers a new way to combat malnutrition by providing
a source of Vitamin A in rice — a staple crop that low-income households consume daily. The technology
represents a significant breakthrough in crop biofortification, potentially improving public health outcomes
and alleviating malnutrition. The Philippines’ adoption of Golden Rice also highlights the importance of
collaboration between government agencies, research institutions, and the private sector in driving
agricultural innovation.

Golden Rice represents just one facet of ongoing efforts to enhance the nutritional quality of staple crops.
Scientists are exploring additional biofortification strategies to address micronutrient deficiencies such as
iron and zinc.

Meanwhile, in Bangladesh, stakeholders continue to advocate for regulatory reforms to expedite Golden
Rice’s approval process. The Alliance for Science understands that there are no scientific reasons for the
delay and that Golden Rice has passed all required safety and environmental tests in the country.
However, there appears to be little urgency among responsible government officials from the agriculture
and the environment ministries to approve the release of the healthier rice. Instead, the approval process
has reportedly been slowed by them requesting comments from other government agencies, which are
not involved in the formal regulatory process.
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Scientists and food security advocates remain hopeful that following the elections, Bangladesh’s

new progressive environment minister, Saber Hossain Chowdhury, will take a more positive approach and
push the country’s National Committee on Biosafety to unblock the regulatory process. If this happens,
healthier Vitamin A-fortified rice could soon be on plates in Bangladesh and the Philippines, a happy
outcome for these countries’ populations after so many years of waiting.
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