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Fact-Based Science to Serve the Public Interest 

Challenging the rampant spread of misinformation, the Genetic Literacy Project has 
emerged as an invaluable resource for the media, think tanks, Congress, government 
officials, and constructive NGOs across the ideological spectrum.  
          — Sir Richard Roberts, 1993 Nobel Prize Winner Physiology/Medicine 

In this age of ‘tabloid journalism,’ the integrity and thoroughness that the GLP brings to 
its work is much admired and respected.  
          — National Association of Biomedical Research 

Jon Entine is a principled, skeptical journalist with the courage to tell the truth, even 
when it offends. I trust his research and the GLP. 
          — John Stossel 

The Genetic Literacy Project (GLP) is a media and policy resource dedicated to countering 
disinformation about science innovation. In today’s polarized climate, technology is a 
flashpoint in broader cultural and ideological conflicts. Environmentalists, galvanized and 
uncompromising, increasingly distrust breakthrough technologies they perceive as harmful 
to the environment and overly beneficial to corporations. Their obstructionism threatens 
innovation vital to American prosperity and global leadership.. 

Today’s activists are techno-pessimists, opposing breakthrough technologies and accusing 
corporations of prioritizing profits over sustainability and technology over nature. The prime 
target of organic-focused environmentalists: GMOs, CRISPR gene editing, and agricultural 
chemicals, which they maintain perpetuates ‘factory farming’. Technologically stuck in the 
1980s, they favor costly, less scalable renewables over carbon-free nuclear power and 
oppose inexpensive, climate friendly carbon capture and fracking. They are skeptical of AI, 
saying it wastes energy, displaces workers, and consolidates power in mega-corporations.  

As innovation accelerates, environmentalists have grown increasingly suspicious, 
prioritizing social justice and nature-based solutions over technological advancements. 
They attribute environmental problems to lax regulations and corporate greed, often casting 
themselves as David battling the Goliaths of Big Ag, Big Food, Big Oil, and Big Pharma.  

As the focus of activists has shifted from cooperation to confrontation, they seem more 
interested in hiring fundraisers and lawyers than scientists. They influence media narratives 
by placing articles disguised as news in outlets like the AP and The Guardian. They partner 
with toxic tort lawyers skilled at extracting billions from corporations that produce consumer 
goods like talcum powder, Zantac, artificial sweeteners and essential industrial products like 
the weedkiller glyphosate. Seed funding is provided by Wall Street and progressive 
philanthropists who contribute millions in dark money donations. Under siege, corporations 
face a grim choice: settle class action suits for exorbitant sums or risk catastrophic 
judgments. This ‘new environmentalism’ has ballooned into a $60 billion a year business.  

The GLP is uniquely positioned to challenge these "merchants of doubt," expose their 
tactics, disrupt their coalitions, and provide a blueprint for response and reform. This is an 
opportunity to restore faith in science and safeguard American exceptionalism. 
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GLP founder/Executive Director Jon Entine spent 20 years 
in network news as an investigative reporter at ABC News 
2020 and PrimeTime Live. Tom Brokaw’s longtime producer 
and head of documentaries at NBC News. He’s authored 
seven books. Jon has collected 19 journalism awards, 
including two Emmys. He’s been a scholar at the American 
Enterprise Institute focusing on science, business ethics, 
and sustainability, and a former fellow at the World Food 
Institute (University of California-Davis) and the Center for 
Health & Risk Communications at George Mason University. 

The GLP has many distinguished contributing writers including: geneticist Ricki Lewis; 
scientist Andrea Love; horticulturist Kevin Folta; toxicologist Eliza Dunn; physician and 
biotechnologist Henry Miller; Nobel Prize physicist Sir Richard Roberts; Chief physician, 
Mass General Hospital for Children Ronald Kleinman; and Nina Federoff, geneticist and 
former president of the American Association for the Advancement of Science. 

GLP Impact, Influence, Reputation and Credibility 

The GLP was launched in 2011 with grants from the Templeton Foundation and Searle 
Freedom Trust to debunk science disinformation. It engages with two million readers 
monthly. Recognizing the importance of engaging younger audiences immersed in 
social media "filter bubbles," GLP connects daily with thousands of Millennials and Gen 
Z’ers on platforms like YouTube, Reels, TikTok, and Instagram. The GLP is projected to 
average 26,000 visitors per day in 2024 (Cloudflare data). 

 

https://www.aei.org/profile/jon-entine/
https://www.aei.org/profile/jon-entine/
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The GLP engages with policymakers regardless of ideology. Its articles are featured in 
prominent media outlets including The New York Times, Wall Street Journal, Forbes, 
BBC, FOX, Boston Globe, Reuters, Washington Post, Scientific American, The 
Guardian (UK), Times of London, Quillette, CNN, and NPR. The GLP’s reputation for 
impartiality and evidence-based analysis has led to endorsements from prominent 
influencers and institutions. BBC Food recently cited the GLP as a credible and 
balanced resource in science reporting. 
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The GLP has been endorsed by dozens of scientists and science journalists around the 
world. Here are a few examples..  
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Numerous media ethics and fact monitoring sites have evaluated the quality, 
transparency, and impact of the GLP. NewsGuard, a nonprofit and the most respected 
bias monitor in the US, posts this rating and analysis: 
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Media Bias/Fact Check, which assesses the credibility of news organization, rates the 
GLP as a valuable resource.  

 
GLP News, Features, Infographics and Other Resources 
 

The Genetic Literacy Project posts a daily “newspaper” with multiple disinformation 
debunking articles on its front page. It also curates articles from across the web in Daily 
Digests addressing misinformation and promoting science-based perspectives.  
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The GLP’s weekly Science Facts & Fallacies podcast is hosted by Liza Dunn, physician, 
toxicologist, and medical outreach lead at Bayer; and journalist Cameron English, 
former GLP managing director. Jon Entine joins Liza and Cameron as tri-hosts of a 
weekly X-Space where we discuss compelling science issues 

 
 

GLP interacts with a younger readership every day on social media platforms including 
Instagram, Reels, YouTube, Instagram and TikTok, among others. 
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GLP hosts numerous invaluable resources, updated regularly and available for 
researchers journalists, policymakers, and the public, found nowhere else. 
 

▪ GMO/Biotechnology FAQs 
▪ Bees and Butterflies: Facts About Pesticides and Pollinators 
▪ Sustainable Weed Management: A guide on using crop chemicals 
▪ GMO Profiles: Who and what organizations challenge consensus science 
▪ Anti-GMO Advocacy Funding Tracker 
▪ Pesticides and Food  
▪ Glyphosate: Global Regulatory Summary (one of more than 50 infographics 

developed by the GLP, accessible on our site and via search 
▪ Global Gene Editing Regulation Tracker  

 
The Global Gene Editing Regulation Tracker is the GLP’s most popular resource with 
1.1 million visits since its rollout in 2020. It tracks approvals of gene-edited crops and 
animals, analyzes the regulatory status of gen editing in dozens of countries, and 
profiles NGOs trying to block approvals and spread disinformation. It also covers the 
use of gene editing in medicine and gene drives to control pests. It is updated regularly. 
The Gates Foundation has praised the tracker as a novel and groundbreaking 
resources for the science community. Here’s a tour: 

 

 
 

Clicking this link opens a trove of resources highlighting gene editing innovations in 
agriculture, medicine, and gene drive pest control in dozens of countries. 

https://geneticliteracyproject.org/gmo-faqs/
https://geneticliteracyproject.org/tag/pollinators/
https://geneticliteracyproject.org/sustainable-weed-management/
https://geneticliteracyproject.org/glp-facts/
https://anti-gmo-advocacy-funding-tracker.geneticliteracyproject.org/
https://geneticliteracyproject.org/tag/pesticides-and-food-series/
https://geneticliteracyproject.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/06/glyphosatedangersinfographic_Genetic_Literacy_Project_June2022.pdf
https://crispr-gene-editing-regs-tracker.geneticliteracyproject.org/
https://crispr-gene-editing-regs-tracker.geneticliteracyproject.org/
https://crispr-gene-editing-regs-tracker.geneticliteracyproject.org/
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The GLP has produced dozens of infographics. “Where GMO Crops are Grown has 
been viewed or downloaded 323,000 times.  
 

 
 
 

https://geneticliteracyproject.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/04/Where-GMO-Crops-Are-Grown-GLP-Infographic-4-27-20.pdf
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The GLP’s most downloaded infographic, viewed more than 471,000 times since 2020. 
focuses on the global debate over agricultural chemicals and more specifically the herbicide 
glyphosate. The weedkiller Is the most widely used crop chemical in the world. It’s also a 
primary targets of environmental activists opposed to conventional agriculture. They maintain 
it is carcinogenic and have campaigned relentlessly around the world making their case. The 
GLP has addressed concerns about its potential carcinogenicity and its importance for  
climate-friendly no till farming. 
 
The GLP has created a graphic  
that consolidates cancer 
determinations on glyphosate 
from 24 assessments. It has links 
to every study. Every agency 
reached the same conclusion: the 
weedkiller is not carcinogenic. As 
Health Canada noted: “No 
pesticide regulatory agency in the 
world currently considers 
glyphosate to be a cancer in 
humans”.  
 
Despite this scientific consensus, 
glyphosate remains a target of 
environmental activists. They 
partner with tort lawyers, 
progressive foundations, and 
wealthy investors in what’s 
become known as the Toxic Tort 
strategy. They’ve raised tens of 
millions of dollars to promote fear 
through disinformation to damage 
the reputation of chemical 
companies. 
 
The goal of activist NGOs is to 
generate fear and negative 
publicity to frighten people about 
the impact of crops chemicals and 
damage the reputation of 
chemical companies. The media 
rarely question the claims of 
environmental NGOs, often acting 
as a pass through of propaganda.. 
It’s a legal extortion scheme.  
 

https://geneticliteracyproject.org/2024/06/25/infographic-global-regulatory-and-health-research-agencies-on-whether-glyphosate-causes-cancer/
https://www.canada.ca/en/health-canada/news/2019/01/statement-from-health-canada-on-glyphosate.html
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This GLP investigative article explains how environmental activists, tort lawyers, and 
ideologically-aligned scientists amplify the scientifically incorrect view that glyphosate 
causes cancer. The piece highlights the partnership between, tort lawyers Robert F. 
Kennedy Jr. and from the Church of Scientology, who initiated the first suits against 
Monsanto/Bayer. This partnership won the first three cases, collecting hundreds of 
millions of dollars. Activists spun a ‘web of disinformation’ to manipulate political and 
public opinion to restrict perfectly safe crop chemicals. 
 

 

 
GLP Challenges Misreporting 
 
The Genetic Literacy Project stands apart from mainstream journalists in challenging the 
surge in ideologically driven reporting. and deferring to the views of advocacy NGOs. 
That was certainly true over the past fifteen years as journalists struggled to explain a 
mass die-off of bees, which they dubbed a bee apocalypse. At first, environmental 
groups with close links to the organic industry blamed GMOs. When that claim did not 
get traction, they floated a new perpetrator also linked to conventional agriculture: 
neonicotinoids, a popular plant insecticide. 

https://geneticliteracyproject.org/2023/07/14/web-of-disinformation-how-environmentalists-conspire-with-tort-lawyers-rfk-jr-and-the-church-of-scientology-to-deceive-the-public-manipulate-the-media-and-fill-there-coffers/
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The NGO doomsday narrative surged in 2013 when Time Magazine ran a cover report, 
‘A World Without Bees’, linking honeybee deaths to conventional farming and neonics. 
Time claimed that the world food supply was under fatal threat because so many crops 
require pollination from bees. In 2018, the New York Times Magazine's featured a cover 
story, “The Insect Apocalypse is Here”, which claimed the crisis was now threatening the 
entire global insect population.  

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Almost every NGO, from the Sierra Club to your local bee society, leveraged the alleged 
crisis by featuring pictures of dead bees on their sites — next to donate buttons. The 
culprit, they maintained, was agricultural chemical manufacturers pushing synthetic 
poisons with no regard to the global environment. 
 

 
 

It’s estimated that environmental groups raked in hundreds of millions of dollars with 
promises of rescuing the bee population that was never in danger of danger, let alone 
nearing extinction. NGOs and the pack journalists got the story wrong…way wrong. Not 
one expert agreed with the doomsday predictions. Honeybees do face health challenges, 
but insecticides are not a key problem. The GLP asked prominent entomologists where 
pesticides rank among the top ten threats to bees. “Number eleven.”  

https://time.com/559/the-plight-of-the-honeybee/
https://www.nytimes.com/2018/11/27/magazine/insect-apocalypse.html
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The proximate cause of honeybee deaths, entomologists have long maintained, is an 
invasive mite, the Varroa destructor, along with the expansion of urban areas, climate 
change, and the frequent moving of hives from one part the country to another to 
facilitate pollination. Yes, bee health is an ongoing concern, but was it a global crisis? 
 
After a decade of exaggerated claims, environmental NGOs began cautiously backing 
away from their crisis narrative. In 2018, the Sierra Club, one of the most aggressive 
environmental groups spreading the apocalypse narrative, sheepishly admitted 
“Honeybees are at no risk of dying off” (ironically they claimed wild bees were the real 
bees at risk, yet another false narrative). 

The GLP ran investigative articles on the faux crisis even before the botched Time article 
concurrently on the GLP site, Huffington Post, and Forbes altogether viewed more than 
1.4 million times) even before the botched Time cover fiasco, and then again in Slate, 
the Washington Post-owned online site. It garnered 86,000 viewers and 3200 comments. 

 

The GLP has run more than 50+ stories challenging the bee crisis narrative since its 
founding in 2011.  The are more than 50+ reports on the bee and insect controversies 
collected on the site in a special section. They’ve been viewed 1.3 million times 

 

https://www.sierraclub.org/sierra/how-honeybee-buzz-hurts-wild-bees
https://www.huffpost.com/entry/post_b_6323626
https://www.forbes.com/sites/jonentine/2013/04/11/science-collapse-disorder-the-real-story-behind-neonics-and-mass-bee-deaths/
https://slate.com/technology/2017/06/the-data-do-not-support-the-idea-that-neonics-hurt-bees.html
https://geneticliteracyproject.org/tag/pollinators/
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GLP Reporting on Bees Upends the Broken Media Narrative  
 
It took until 2024 before even one prominent news organization—the Washington 
Post—publicly acknowledged that it had misreported the story for a decade. 

 
 

In a remarkable turn of events, Bryan Walsh, the author of the Time cover story and 
now an editor at Vox, acknowledged he had been swayed by the ‘common wisdom’ and 
botched his original reporting.  
 
 
 
 
 
“[T]here are the stories that haven’t aged all that well. Case in point: In 2013, I wrote a 
feature for Time magazine with the cover line: “A World Without Bees.” … [A]s you may 
have noticed on your last visit to the supermarket, our agricultural system hasn’t 
collapsed. … The USA may have more honeybees than ever before,” he wrote in his 
mea culpa. The honeybee hive population in the U.S. now stands at a 40-year high. 
 
An ironic twist: While acknowledging that honeybees are just fine, Walsh bumbled into 
yet another misrepresentation, claiming wild bees were dying because of chemicals and 
capitalism. That’s not accurate either as the GLP reported years before. The collapse of 
the honeybee crisis narrative erupted as a major story later in 2014. John Stossel, who 
has a weekly internet-based program that debunks media misinformation, featured the 
GLP (segment viewed more than 2.4 million times). 

 
  

https://www.washingtonpost.com/business/2024/03/29/bees-boom-colony-collapse/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/business/2024/03/29/bees-boom-colony-collapse/
https://www.vox.com/future-perfect/24121450/honeybee-population-extinct-prediction
https://geneticliteracyproject.org/2015/01/01/are-we-facing-a-world-without-wild-bees/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gIzhf9ucagk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gIzhf9ucagk
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Chemicals and Climate Change: Solutions Not Politics 
 
The GLP has a strong commitment to educating the public about the safety and 
importance of crop protection chemicals in modern agriculture. While synthetic 
chemicals like herbicides, insecticides, and fungicides are essential for both 
conventional and organic farming, public skepticism—often fueled by "chemophobia"—
remains a significant barrier to informed discussions and informed policy decisions. 
Mismanagement of these chemicals can indeed pose risks, but as toxicologists 
emphasize, “the dose makes the poison.” 
 
The polarized debate surrounding agriculture chemicals has made it challenging to have 
rational discussion about their benefits and hazards. In spring of 2004 the GLP 
launched a unique resource to address that controversy and provide a public guide: 
Sustainable Weed Management. The GLP runs it on two platforms: on the GLP and on 
an independent site created to enhance its searchability. 
 

 

https://geneticliteracyproject.org/sustainable-weed-management/
https://geneticliteracyproject.org/sustainable-weed-management/
https://sustainableweedmanagement.org/
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More than 210,000 people have viewed articles on the two sustainability sites since 
their rollout in summer 2024. They have been well received by the media and science 
communities. 

 

 
 

 

GLP Community and Educational Engagement 
 
GLP organizes private-public dialogues (Univ of Florida, Univ of California- Davis, Penn 
State, Oregon State) that bring together journalists, scientists, and farmers, to discuss 
public engagement strategies on biotechnology. The GLP has headlined panels on 
sustainable agriculture at conferences around the world. In 2021, GLP was selected by 
the US Department of Agriculture to give the keynote at the annual Agricultural Outlook 
Forum. Titled, Addressing Climate Change and Sustainability Through Innovation, it 
advocated for cooperation between advocates of organic and conventional agriculture. 
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As an educational and media focused nonprofit, the GLP makes its library of stories, 
podcasts, infographics, and other resources available to academic institutions. More 
than 340 universities and schools across North America and globally interface with 
GLP’s database of 39,000+ articles and resources, using them in the classroom and in 
research projects. Here is a partial list of our global GLP educational web. 
 

 



Science Literacy Project/Genetic Literacy Project
909 Dayton St., Cincinnati OH 45214

(410) 941-9374
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