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			“Getting Risk Right”: Geoffrey Kabat on health, risk and bad science
		

				

				
				
					Josh Bloom | American Council on Science and Health | December 21, 2016
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			Why do things that are unlikely to harm us get the most attention?

Dr. Geoffrey Kabat, a cancer epidemiologist at the Albert Einstein College of Medicine in New York, makes his point quite clearly—that Americans, often through no fault of their own, are doing a poor job of assessing risk. We overreact to miniscule or theoretical risks, under react to real ones, and end up making poor decisions as a result.

…

[Dr. Kabat’s] second chapter…[examines] the different approaches elicited by comparing BPA, a ubiquitous component of plastic, with the 2014 Ebola outbreak…We overreacted to both, but for different reasons.
…

Neither [BPA nor Ebola] is likely to do us much harm in the US. But something else is—flu, which causes tens of thousands of deaths per year, many of which could be avoided by an annual flu vaccine. Flu represents a case of a known, serious threat, yet people routinely fail to get the vaccine, while worrying about the tiny amount of BPA in food can liners.

Kabat applies similar logic and reasoning to debunk other common, but unfounded fears, such as the cell phone-brain cancer link, the assault on our endocrine systems from everyday trace chemicals, and the pervasive, but entirely incorrect “natural equals safe” mindset. 

The GLP aggregated and excerpted this blog/article to reflect the diversity of news, opinion, and analysis. Read full, original post: Review: ‘Getting Risk Right,’ By Dr. Geoffrey Kabat
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		GLP Podcasts & Podcast Videos	More...

		

				

				
				
					
			
						
		

				

				

				
				
					
GLP podcast: Oops — heirloom seed company markets GM tomato; Anti-biotech movement in retreat; Bill Gates does more harm than good?
 Cameron English, Liza Dunn |  March 13, 2024





GLP podcast: AAP refuses to print rebuttal to anti-GMO study; Billion-dollar anti-pesticide ‘money grab’; Ultra-processed food won’t make you obese?
 Cameron English, Kevin Folta |  March 6, 2024
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Video: Why does love make us feel so good? Examining its effect on our brains





			
			

				

				

					

		

					

		
				

				

				

				

				
				
					
					
					
						
					
			
						
				
			
		Bees & Pollinators	More...

		

				

				
				
					
			
						
		

				

				

				
				
					
Dissecting claims about Monsanto suing farmers for accidentally planting patented seeds





Analysis: Do neonicotinoid and glyphosate pesticides threaten bees? A reassessment





How effective and safe are current-generation pesticides?






			
			

				

				

					

		

					

		
				

				

				

				

				
				
					
					
					
						
					
			
						
				
			
		Infographics	More...

		

				

				
				
					
			
						
		

				

				

				
				
					
Are pesticide residues on food something to worry about?

In 1962, Rachel Carson’s Silent Spring drew attention to pesticides and their possible dangers to humans, birds, mammals and the ...





			
			

				

				

					

		

					

		
				

				

				

				

				
				
					
					
					
						
					
			
						
				
			
		GMO FAQs	More...

		

				

				
				
					
			
						
		

				

				

				
				
					
Why is there controversy over GMO foods but not GMO drugs?
 Genetic Literacy Project





How are GMOs labeled around the world?
 Genetic Literacy Project





How does genetic engineering differ from conventional breeding?
 Genetic Literacy Project






			
			

				

				

					

		

					

		
				

				

				

				

				
				
					
					
					
						
					
			
						
				
					GLP Profiles	More...


		

				

				
				
					
			
						
		

				

				

				
				
					
Alex Jones: Right-wing conspiracy theorist stokes fear of GMOs, pesticides to sell ‘health supplements’





IARC (International Agency for Research on Cancer): Glyphosate cancer determination challenged by world consensus
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	 Viewpoint: Part II — Anti-GMO arguments rest entirely on botched studies 
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			Get news on human & agricultural genetics and biotechnology delivered to your inbox.
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