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			Viewpoint: Trump’s inflammatory appeals triggered support for him in 2016. Here’s why scientists think it won’t happen again
		

				

				
				
					Douglas Fields | October 20, 2020
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			In the 2016 election, undecided voters were influenced by the brain’s fear-driven impulses—more simply, gut instinct—once they arrived inside the voting booth, even though they were unable to explain their decision to pre-election pollsters in a carefully reasoned manner.

In 2020, Trump continues to use the same strategy of appealing to the brain’s threat-detection circuitry and emotion-based decision process to attract votes and vilify opponents.

“Biden wants to surrender our country to the violent left-wing mob…. If Biden wins, very simple, China wins. If Biden wins, the mob wins. If Biden wins, the rioters, anarchists, arsonists and flag-burners, they win,” Trump declared at his Wisconsin campaign rally on September 17, 2020, offering new alleged threats to our nation.

		
					
						
					
			
						
				
							Follow the latest news and policy debates on sustainable agriculture, biomedicine, and other ‘disruptive’ innovations. Subscribe to our newsletter.
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But fear-driven appeals will likely persuade fewer voters this time, because we overcome fear in two ways: by reason and experience. Inhibitory neural pathways from the prefrontal cortex to the limbic system will enable reason to quash fear if the dangers are not grounded in fact. The type of street violence Trump rails against now was not the norm during the Obama and Biden years.

…

Whether voters choose to vote for Trump on the basis of emotion or reason, they will be better able to articulate the reasons, or rationalizations, for their choice. This should give pollsters better data to make a more accurate prediction.

Read the original post

		

				

				
				
														
							[image: combined disclaimer outlined@ x]								
													

				

				
				
														
							[image: donation plea outlined@ x]								
													

				

				
				
							
					
						
					
			
						
				
					XLinkedInFacebookReddit



				

				

					

		

				
			
						
				
					
		[image: ]
		


				

				

					

		

					

		
				
						
					
			
						
				
					XLinkedInFacebookReddit



				

				

					

		

				
			
						
				
					
		[image: ]
		


				

				

					

		

					

		
				

		

				

				

				
				
			
	
		
			
				
					
						
						
					
				
				
				
			
		


		
			
				
					
						
							{{ reviewsTotal }}{{ options.labels.singularReviewCountLabel }}
                        

						
							{{ reviewsTotal }}{{ options.labels.pluralReviewCountLabel }}

						

						
							
							{{ options.labels.newReviewButton }}
						

						{{ userData.canReview.message }}
					


					
						
					

				


				
			


			
				
					
					
				
			


			
		

	

	
















		

				

				
				
					
					
					
						
					
			
						
				
			
	[image: podcasts]	GLP Podcasts & Podcast Videos	More...

		

				

				
				
					
			
						
		

				

				

				
				
					[image: v facts and fallacies cameron and liza default featured image outlined]
GLP podcast: RFK Jr. recycles ‘gay frogs’ pesticide conspiracy; GMO v organic debate is over; Scientist behind gene-edited twins back in the lab
 Cameron English, Liza Dunn |  April 10, 2024
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GLP podcast: Dangers of ‘diet weed’; Making insulin in cow’s milk; The conservative case for genetic enhancement
 Cameron English, Liza Dunn |  April 3, 2024
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Video: Why does love make us feel so good? Examining its effect on our brains
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Dissecting claims about Monsanto suing farmers for accidentally planting patented seeds
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Analysis: Do neonicotinoid and glyphosate pesticides threaten bees? A reassessment
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How effective and safe are current-generation pesticides?
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Are pesticide residues on food something to worry about?

In 1962, Rachel Carson’s Silent Spring drew attention to pesticides and their possible dangers to humans, birds, mammals and the ...
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Why is there controversy over GMO foods but not GMO drugs?
 Genetic Literacy Project




[image: international law x]
How are GMOs labeled around the world?
 Genetic Literacy Project
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How does genetic engineering differ from conventional breeding?
 Genetic Literacy Project
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Alex Jones: Right-wing conspiracy theorist stokes fear of GMOs, pesticides to sell ‘health supplements’
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IARC (International Agency for Research on Cancer): Glyphosate cancer determination challenged by world consensus
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			Get news on human & agricultural genetics and biotechnology delivered to your inbox.
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